Do | need AEC APPROVAL?

This document has been prepared by the National Animal Ethics Advisory Committee
(NAEAC), in consultation with Animal Ethics Committees (AECs), as a resource for
persons intending to undertake activities that may be a manipulation of an animal or
animals for the purposes of research, testing or teaching (RTT).

While the checks provide guidance, NAEAC recommends that any person who has to
decide whether or not Animal Ethics approval is required should always consult
the Chair of the AEC rather than make an independent decision.

The checks should never be used to replace consulting an AEC.

The checks are not intended to be a stepwise process. Each one can be applied on its
own, but none should be applied in isolation. Notwithstanding this, the first questions
you should ask are:

* Isitananimal?

* Isit a manipulation?

« ISitRTT?

If it is not an animal AND it is not a manipulation AND the activity is not for the
purposes of RTT you are unlikely to require AEC approval. However, if it is (or
may be) one or more of those you should consult your AEC Chair.

The manipulation of animals for the purposes of RTT is allowed under the Animal
Welfare Act 1999 Part(6) and its amendments.

Other legislation and regulations may also apply, including, but not limited to:
« Agricultural and Veterinary Medicines Act 1997

* Animal Products Act 1999

* Animal Welfare Records and Statistics Regulations 1999

* Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996

* Veterinarians Act 2005

You must also comply with the Code of Ethical Conduct that your AEC is
constituted under.

Disclaimer:

This document has been prepared for guidance only. It does not serve any compliance
function. Offences committed under the Animal Welfare Act 1999 carry significant
penalties, including fines and imprisonment, for both individuals and the body corporate.

If you believe that your planned activity does not require AEC approval, NAEAC
recommends that you confirm this with your AEC Chair before you start any work.
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Checks to consider

Check: Does the work involve an animal?

Is the creature a living non-
human vertebrate (includes
mammalian foetuses in second
half of gestation, avian and
reptilian pre-hatched young in
second half of development
and marsupial pouch young)?

NO

Is it a living octopus, squid,
crab, lobster or crayfish?

N/

AEC approval is not required.

Confirm with AEC Chair

YES

YES

You may need AEC approval;
Consider all other checks.
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Checks to consider

Check: Is it a manipulation?

Are you mating animals whose off-
spring may be at risk of having
compromised welfare?

<t

Will the animal be deliberately
deprived of usual care?

<&t

Will the animal be deliberately
subjected to a procedure that is
unusual or abnormal when compared
to normal management?

<

AEC approval may not be required
DISCUSS with AEC Chair

Obligation remains to provide for
physical, health and behavioural needs
of the animal and comply with the
Animal Welfare Act 1999.

o

Will the animal be

exposed to any:

* parasite

* micro-organism

* drug

* chemical

* biological product

* radiation

* electrical stimulation

* environmental
condition

or
* enforced activity
* enforced nutrition
* enforced restraint
* surgical intervention

b_

Is the activity limited to observation of
animals in their typical environment,
where the observations do not alter the
environment or cause animals to
deviate from their normal behaviour?

YES

Animal Ethics Committee
Approval
and
Compliance with Code of
Ethical Conduct is required.
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Checks to consider

Check: Is the work the manipulation of an animal?

Does the procedure interfere with the
normal physiological integrity of the animal?

YES

<

Does the procedure interfere with the
normal behavioural integrity of the animal?

Y

<

You may need AEC approval.
Consider all other checks.

Does the procedure interfere with the
normal anatomical integrity of the animal?

YES

<

Does the procedure involve killing an
animal specifically for the use of its tissues
for the purposes of research, testing or
teaching?

YES

<

Does the procedure involve breeding
animals that will have decreased welfare or
an increased risk of suffering?

YES

<

AEC approval may not be required

DISCUSS with AEC Chair

Obligation remains to provide for physical, health
and behavioural needs of the animal and comply
with the Animal Welfare Act 1999.

Animal Ethics Committee
Approval
and
Compliance with Code of
Ethical Conduct is required.
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Checks to consider

Check: Is the work RTT?

Is it Research? _ ___ _
Note: Excluded from this definition are: certain

procedures carried out on an animal in the immediate care
of a veterinarian, and certain procedures carried out for
breeding, marking, capturing, translocation or trapping
animals

e.g.

Investigative work
Experimental work
Diagnostic work

see the Animal Welfare Act 1999 s5(2) - (4)

<

Is it Testing?
e.g.
Toxicity testing work
Potency testing work
Efficacy testing work

Is the animal a

Evaluating Product safety non-human
hominid?
@ Approval is required
NG from the Director-
. . General of
’) -
Is it Teaching~ L.

Y Y Y

Is the animal a

<

Protected
species?
Is the work being done to
probo_lulce _antllserz:l]I or oE)her YES Approval must also
iological products* NO B be sought from the

Department of
Conservation.

<

Is the animal a

Native species?

AEC approval may not be
required.

Iwi should be

DISCUSS with AEC Chair NO consulted.

Obligation remains to provide
for physical, health and
behavioural needs of the

animal and comply with the You may need AEC approval;
Animal Welfare Act 1999. Consider all other checks.
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Checks to consider

Check: Is the proposed activity excluded from the definition of a manipulation?

Will the proposed activity occur before Will the animal be killed specifically
the animal is killed or dies? p for its body or tissues to be used for
(Killing must not inflict unreasonable or RTT?

unnecessary pain or suffering)

YES

<<t

Will you be using the body

or tissues of an animal killed
Is the proposed activity for reasons other than RTT?
therapy or prophylaxis
necessary for the welfare
of the animal?

_@

NO Will the animal be hunted or
killed in a wild state?

Is a new or experimental
method being used to hunt
or kill the animal?

The procedure may be exempt \E

Animal Ethics Committee
Approval may not be required.

DISCUSS with AEC Chair

Obligation remains to provide for
physical, health and behavioural
needs of the animal and comply with
the Animal Welfare Act 1999.

_@

~

Procedure IS NOT Exempt
Animal Ethics Committee Approval
and
Compliance with Code of Ethical
Conduct is required.
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Checks to consider

Check: Is the work Veterinary research?

Note: Excluded from the definition of manipulation are: certain procedures carried out on an animal in the immediate
care of a veterinarian, and certain procedures carried out for breeding, marking, capturing, translocation or trapping animals.

see the Animal Welfare Act 1999 s5(4) - (5)

Is the activity being undertaken by registered veterinarian to answer a question about treating a
condition/problem specific to the animals on a particular farm or small group of farms where animals
are displaying similar symptoms (i.e. ‘will the activity treat or cure specific animals).

If the results will be published, they are likely to be offered as a brief communication/clinical note/letter
to the editor etc.

AEC approval is not required.

The activity is answering a specific clinical question in order to treat a discreet
group of animals

Is the activity being undertaken to ask a question (i.e., is this product/ingredient more effective over
different sets of conditions than an existing one; or, is it useful because there is currently no effective
treatment/cure available), and to find the answer | need to utilise groups of animals with different
backgrounds, that are managed under different conditions, using a scientific approach”.

If the results are to be published, they are likely to be peer reviewed and submitted to a refereed
journal.

AEC approval is required.

The activity is asking a scientific question, and will add to the academic literature
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Checks to consider

Check: Specific legislated exceptions

Are you killing an animal while exercising powers under the Biosecurity Act 1993 s(2B) or 2(C)

N/

You may need AEC approval;
Consider all other checks.

Under this authority,
Subsection 1(A) of the
Animal Welfare Act 1999
does not apply.

Discuss with your AEC
Chair.

Are you undertaking research or testing that is in the national interest as described in

s118 of the Animal Welfare Act 19997

V4

You may need AEC approval;
Consider all other checks.

The work does not need
AEC approval but MUST
be approved by the
Minister responsible for
Animal Welfare.
Discuss with your AEC
Chair.

Are you breeding animals specifically for the purposes of research, testing or teaching?

N/

You may need AEC approval;
Consider all other checks.

Using animals for
research, testing or
teaching requires AEC
approval;

Consider all other checks.

Animals that are bred for
research, testing or
teaching and are killed
but not used must be
included in animal use
statistics.




